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Note: News and views of the National 
Women's Studies Association, its twelve 
regional associations, its six caucuses, and 
nine taskforces should be sent directly to 
the NWSA Advisory Committee on the 
Newsletter. Regional news and regional 
newsletters should be sent to Maija S. 
Blaubergs, Women's Studies, New College, 
University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602. 
All other news of the Association should be 
sent to Billie Wahlstrom, Department of 
English, University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA 90007. 
Sherna Gluck and Toni McNaron 
REPORTS FROM THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
May 30 to September 1, 1977 
At the May 26-29 meeting of the NWSA 
Coordinating Council in Milwaukee, it was 
decided that a Steering Committee of six 
members would be responsible for the 
day-to-day decisions/operations of the 
NWSA. The intention was that the Steer-
ing Committee would work with the 
National Coordinator of the NWSA, who 
would fill one of the six slots. Four Co-
ordinating Council delegates were elected 
to serve on the Steering Committee until 
the next Coordinating Council meeting: 
Elizabeth Baer (Student Caucus), Sherna 
Gluck (Pacific Southwest/Community 
delegate), Barbara Hillyer Davis (Treasurer, 
Women's Studies Program delegate), Toni 
Mc Naron ( Lesbian Caucus). The two re-
maining slots are to be filled by the 
National Office Coordinator and the 1978 
National Conference Coordinator. 
Since the Steering Committee is directly 
accountable to the Coordinating Council, 
we have been sending them regular monthly 
reports of our activities/conference calls/ 
decisions. We operate on a principle of 
consensus. Where there is no consensus or 
when an issue is of special importance, we 
poll the entire Coordinating Council. 
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The decision-making process has worked 
well, and, given our geographical separa-
tion, we have established a good working 
relationship. We have tried to remain in 
regular contact with one another and have 
held two conference calls since May. Un-
fortunately, regular monthly conference 
calls are a luxury which neither the 
NWSA nor any program/group with which 
any of us is connected, nor any "sponsors," 
have been able to afford. Can any mem-
ber help us? It has been very frustrating 
and, at times, anxiety-producing, not to 
be able total k with one another at least 
monthly. Despite the anxiety and the 
frustration, with women's ingenuity and 
with the help of Chris Bose (of Pacific 
Northwest), who has been receiving and 
channeling all the mail, we have managed 
to keep the organization alive and well in 
this interim period between the closing 
down of the National Office in San Jose 
and its relocation in Maryland. 
Aside from the relocation itself, the 
major projects on which we have been 
working are the appointment of a National 
Coordinator and a poll of the Coordinating 
Council on a policy statement initiated by 
us on lesbian rights, reproductive rights, 
and the ERA. - Sherna Gluck 
Elected by the Coordinating Council (CC) 
in late May, the four of us have been phon-
ing and writing each other and the CC over 
the summer, sorting out priorities and 
developing a network of communication 
and trust. These tasks are slow-going, 
partly because the realities are complex 
and partly because we are separated by 
space and hampered by inadequate funds. 
On several occasions, we have sent materi-
als to the CC for specific response; in 
addition, we have tried to keep that body 
more or less informed of our work. 
We'd like to share several parts of our 
work with the general membership. We 
invite responses from any of you. 
1. The finances of NWSA have been 
transferred to the Treasurer, Barbara 
Hillyer Davis, with whom they will remain 
for the immediate future. 
2. Membership forms and lists are being 
developed/distributed through the good 
works of Marilyn Harman of Hawaii. 
Membership forms are beginning to appear 
and hopefully will facilitate NWSA's 
growth. What we still need are member-
ship lists gathered at any level by anyone. 
If you have any such names, please send 
them to Marilyn Harman, Women's Studies, 
University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 96822. 
3. The National Office has been establish-
ing itself during this fall on the University 
of Maryland campus. Carol Pearson, head 
of women's studies there, has been invalu-
able to NWSA and we owe her a resounding 
thank you. Within a short time from 
now, all inquiries and official business can 
be channeled through our central office. 
4. The Steering Committee drew up 
several statements in response to various 
anti-women events over the late spring / 
early summer. We then polled the CC for 
approval/disapproval and for consensus on 
how to publicize and use such statements. 
We want to share both the statements and 
the votes with you. The statements are 
as follows: 
Given the fact that it is a goal of the NWSA 
to recognize and gain strength from the 
diversity within the women's movement, 
and that the Association is dedicated to 
promoting courses, research, and other 
educational activities which empower 
women to make choices for themselves, 
the Coordinating Council of NWSA goes 
on record: 
a. In support of existing and pending gay 
rights legislat ion at all levels of government. 
Such legislation entitles lesbians to hold 
jobs, secure housing, gain access to educa-
tional opportunities, and otherwise re-
ceive basic human rights presently taken 
for granted by many non lesbians. 
b. As censoring the recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision to deny state funds for 
abortion except in extreme cases. This is 
patently discriminatory against poor 
women, leaving them with no safe choices 
should they wish not to complete a 
pregnancy. 
c. Making the strongest possible state-
ment in support of speedy passage of the 
ERA in those remaining states needed for 
final ratification. The amendment does no 
more or less than confirm the status of 
women in America as equal human beings. 
Without the ERA, women must continue 
to work on a case-by-case basis, where the 
burden of proof of equality rests on the 
individual who feels she is aggrieved. 
We received 23 responses out of a pos-
sible 34 voting members. Tallies look like 
this: Statement a-20 yes, 3 no; Statement 
b-21 yes, 2 no; Statement c-22 yes, 1 no. 
We also asked CC members to indicate a 
preference for the manner in which such 
statements may be used; the result was a 
virtual tie between two plans. Fourteen CC 
members prefer th is plan: these statements 
should be available to any NWSA member 
to use as she sees helpful. Thirteen prefer 
that these statements should be used by 
the Steering Committee as they think 
appropriate and as they are asked to do so 
by other NWSA members. We will make a 
decision about procedure in our next con-
ference call (in the near future), so if you 
have a view, write us and let us know. 
These statements are not resolutions 
(which arise from the membership at con-
vention ti me) but less formal statements. 
We welcome your response to the process 
implicit in this action, i.e., that in certain 
cases of pressing and pertinent moment, 
the CC may respond for the Association 
where our already-accepted constitution 
makes such response clearly with in our 
bounds. 
5. We are in the process of appointing 
a Coordinator and should be able to re-
port on the appointment in the next issue 
of the Women's Studies Newsletter. 
Our gratitude goes to two women who 
volunteered time over the summer transi-
tion period, when we had no office to and 
from which mail might flow. Jan Meri-
wether (formerly administrative assistant 
to Sylvia Gonzales) continued to take care 
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of financial tag-ends and to keep in touch 
with the Steering Committee long after her 
budgeted position ended. Chris Bose, 
CC member from the University of Wash-
ington, agreed to receive incoming mail 
for NWSA, to answer routine requests 
with a form letter, and to forward more 
involved mail to a Steering Committee 
member who attempted to answer it or 
forwarded it further. Whatever semblance 
of continuity we've maintained to persons 
writing us has been very much a function 
of their generosity. 
As the Steering Committee of the CC, we 
can speak for the larger group in urging you 
to write us about what seems important for 
NWSA to be thinking about and acting on, 
about things going on in your region or 
particular location, about anything related 
to NWSA policy and philosophy. As with 
any national structure, we suffer from our 
size and fragmented nature. One way to 
begin to overcome that necessary state is 
to tat k with one another. So please use 
the channels that exist and create addi-
tional ones.- Toni Mc Naron 
TASKFORCE REPORT 
Consultation and Evaluation 
Thf:: North Central Region has been meet-
ing regularly since March 1977 to organize 
the NWSA's National Taskforce on Con-
sultation and Evaluation (NTCE) and is 
preparing Guidelines for Consultation and 
Evaluation for use in feminist education. 
Nine subcommittees in special interest 
areas will use these guidelines to design a 
model for self-evaluation in such particular 
areas as academic programs, nonacademic 
programs, audio-visual projects, community 
programs, counseling and therapy projects, 
and elementary and high school programs. 
The NTCE will propose that these guide-
lines be a first step toward establishing a 
National Consulting Service. 
Within the North Central Region, 
responsibility for this taskforce is cur-
rently located in the central Ohio area. 
In February 1978, Indiana will take over. 
Send letters of inquiry or suggestions for 
guidelines to NTCE, 1477 Republic 
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43211. 
"Portrait of a Woman" (1549), by Livina Teerlinck. Miniature. Source: Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London. From "Women Artists: 1550-1950" exhibition, Brooklyn Museum. 
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Send checks payable to the National 
Women's Studies Association to the 
treasurer: Barbara Hillyer Davis, Women's 
Studies, University of Oklahoma, Norman 
73019. (See additional information in ad 
elsewhere in these pages.) 
Maija Blaubergs 
REGIONAL NEWS 
The regional news in this issue again in -
cludes the Regional Calendar which will be 
a regular feature. Check it for upcoming 
conferences in your area. 
The special reports include a listing of 
regional and state coordinators of women's 
studies associations, a report from the 
Third World Women's Caucus on regional 
representation, a detailed report on the 
activities of the New York region, and some 
news items highlighting regional growth 
and organization. 
Regional and State Coordinators of 
Women's Studies Associations 
Each region of the NWSA has elected two 
representatives to the Coordinating Council 
who serve as I iaisons between the regional 
associations and the NWSA, as wel I as to 
conduct the business of the NWSA. These 
representatives were listed in the Winter/ 
Spring 1977 issue of the Women's Studies 
Newsletter. In some regions these repre-
sentatives also serve as the coordinators of 
the regional associations. 
However, some regions have designated 
additional regional and/or state coordina-
tors, depending on the regional structure 
that has been developed. Most regions 
also have regional newsletters (see the 
Regional Newsletter Directory in the 
Summer 1977 issue of the Women's 
Studies Newsletter). The individuals 
listed below may be contacted for informa-
tion on the women's studies association in 
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your area. The states included in each 
region are listed in parentheses. 
New England (ME, NH, VT, CT, MA, RI) 
Patricia H. Gozemba, Salem State College, 
Salem, MA 01970 
Southeast (TN, FL, GA, AL, MS, NC, SC) 
Elizabeth Meese, Director, Women's 
Studies Program, University of Alabama, 
P.O. Box 1391, University, AL 35486 
Pacific Southwest (Southern CA, NV) 
Billie Wahlstrom, English Department, 
University of Southern California, 
University Park, Los Angeles, CA 90007 
Chris Grella, Women's Studies Program, 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
CA 90024 
Northwest (WA, OR, ID, WY, MT, ND , 
SD, AK) 
Diane Sands, NW/NWSA, Women's Re-
source Center, University of Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59801 
Great Lakes (MN, WI, Ml, IL) 
Ruth F. Dickinson, GLWSA Coordinator, 
English Department, Northern Michigan 
University, Marquette, MI 49855 
Ml: Norma Ware, Women's Studies Pro-
gram, University of Michigan, 1058 LSA 
Building, Ann Arbor, Ml 48109 
Rocky Mountain/Southwest (CO, NM, 
UT, AZ) 
CO: Elizabeth Rave, Psychology Depart-
ment, University of Northern Colorado, 
Greeley, CO 80639 
NM: Gail Baker, Coordinator, Women 
Studies Program, University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131 
UT: Shauna Adix, Director, Women's 
Resource Center, University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 
AZ Myra Dinnerstein, Women's Studies, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 
85721 
South Central (TX, OK, AR, LA) f 
Charo! Shakeshaft, Center for Marine 
Resources, Texas A & M University, 
College Station, TX 77843 
For information on regional associations 
in the following areas, contact a member of 
the Coordinating Council from the region : 
New York (NY) 
Mid-Atlantic (PA, DE, MD, NJ, DC, VA) 
Midwest (NB, KS, MO, IA) 
North Central (OH, IN, KY, WV) 
North Pacific (Northern CA, HI) 
Regional Coordinators for the 
Third World Women's Caucus 
The following statement on regional repre-
sentation was submitted by Patricia Bell 
Scott for the Third World Women's Caucus. 
In an effort to enhance the representative-
ness and strength of the National Women's 
Studies Association, the Third World 
Women's Caucus has committed itself to 
the development of a stronger regional base. 
The result of a recent study by Elizabeth 
Mccorkle indicated that the participants 
at the founding convention in January of 
this year were predominantly white 
(88.2%), thirty years of age or younger, 
childless, and largely academics. There 
were fewer women from the South than 
from any other region . [Those interested 
in obtaining complete data should write to 
Elizabeth McCorkle, Rm. 511, Library, 
Oklahoma State University, Stil I water, 
OK 74074.-Ed.] 
In an effort to build a strong Third 
World base within NWSA, the Third 
World Women's Caucus has designated 
the 12 persons listed below to serve as 
regional coordinators. Their task is to 
develop a communications network for 
and among Third World women in their 
respective regions, and to foster the 
development of a membership within 
NWSA which represents significantly all 
racial, ethnic, age, and class groups. 
New England 
Barbara Smith, 16 Miles St, Roxbury, 
MA 02119 
New York 
Luvenia Pinson, 890 West End Ave, New 
York, NY 10025 
Gayle Johnson, 564 Seventh St, Buffalo, 
NY 14201 
Mid-Atlantic 
Gloria Hull, 72 Hobart E-2, Newark, DE 
19713 

students involved in women's studies pro-
grams in colleges and universities through-
out the state, voted that the CWSA will be 
an association open to all persons inter-
ested in women's studies. An independent 
women's studies organization, it will also 
be an affiliate of the NWSA. 
The delegates concluded the al I-day con-
ference by unanimously electing Dr. 
Elizabeth Rave, UNC associate professor 
of psychology and women's studies, as the 
CWSA state coordinator. In this capacity, 
Dr. Rave will serve as the Colorado liaison 
with the NWSA and be responsible for 
keeping an up-to-date directory of CWSA 
members. 
Great Lakes Women's 
Studies Association 
The Great Lakes Women's Studies Associ-
ation (GLWSA) will hold a regional con-
ference at Northeastern Illinois University 
on January 20-21, 1978. It will be co-
sponsored by Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity's Women's Studies Program and by the 
Chicago Area Women's Studies Association. 
The GLWSA is now calling for workshop 
papers to be presented at the conference. 
The focus should be on the development 
and implementation of feminist education 
at all levels from preK-12 to graduate 
study: process, impact, pedagogy, strate-
gies. We are interested in the "content" as 
well as the "process" of women's studies 
but are looking for those truly interdisci-
plinary topics that do not fit well into any 
single discipline but instead bridge the 
gaps between the disciplines. 
The papers should be carefully prepared 
but informally delivered, and not more 
than 10-15 minutes each. Suggestions for 
workshops of 2-3 related presentations and 
a possible moderator will be welcome. 
Presenters will be expected to make an 
outline and short bibliography available 
(for duplication) well in advance of the 
conference. Examples of workshop topics 
that women's studies people have expressed 
an interest in are: Curriculum, Funding, 
Job Development for WS Graduates, 
Women's Studies and the Humanities, 
Program Development Strategies, Sexism 
in Language, Legal Rights of Working and 
Married Women, and Rape. If you are 
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interested in participating in these or 
other workshops, send a 1-2 page proposal 
and a brief description of your association 
with feminist education to Blanche Hersh, 
Chair of GLWSA Conference Committee, 
at UNI Women's Studies Program, C-520, 
Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N. 
St. Louis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625. 
New York Regional News 
The New York Women's Studies Associa-
tion, at its meeting in May 1977, decided 
not to publish a regional newsletter. The 
Women's Studies Newsletter, however, re-
ceived more reports of regional activity 
from this region than from any other. To 
join as a charter member of the region, 
send $5.00 (individuals) or $10.00 (pro-
grams), with the check made out to the 
Association, to Judith Fetterley, Depart-
ment of English, SUNY /Albany, Albany, 
NY 12222. Included here is a conference 
report from Luvenia Pinson ent itled "The 
Future of Women's Studies." 
"Self-Portrait" (1561 ), by Sofonisba Anguissola. Oil on canvas. Source: Collection of Earl Spencer. 
From "Women Artists: 1550-1950" exhibition, Brooklyn Museum. 
Luvenia Pinson 
Conference Report: 
The Future of Women's Studies 
"The Future of Women's Studies," the 
Second Annual Conference of the Chancel-
lor's Women's Studies Advisory Com-
mittee, organized by the Women's Studies 
College at SUNY /Buffalo and held the 
weekend of May 6, 1977, attracted more 
than 150 women from across New York 
State. Panels included: 1) What Does 
Women's Studies Study and Why? (2) How 
to Teach and Who Teaches? (3) How Can 
Women's Studies Maintain Its Connection 
to the Community and Society at Large? 
The workshops that followed each panel 
related to the general theme, and workshop 
participants formulated resolutions that 
were later reported to the entire body at 
the final plenary session. The resolutions 
were sent to the National Women's Studies 
Association, or to the Chancellor's Ad· 
visory Committee. 
Since members of the New York State 
National Women's Studies Association 
attended this conference, some initial steps 
were taken to organize and recruit addi-
tional members. The nucleus of a com-
munications network emerged, which will 
extend across the state, and eventually 
across the country. The objective of the 
network is to identify at least one person 
on every campus through whom informa-
tion can be disseminated. New York was 
divided into four subregions, and sub-
regional coordinators were named. Per· 
sons wishing more information on the 
communications network should contact 
Judith Fetterley, Department of 
English, SUNY/Albany, Albany, NY 
12222, or Luvenia Pinson, 890 West 
End Avenue, New York, NY 10025. 
Workshops produced a wide range of 
resolutions. Those sent to NWSA reflected 
concern for the entire student population. 
Included were the following: 
1. From a workshop on Married Women: 
Taking Women's Studies Courses and 
Working in Women's Studies Programs: 
Be it resolved that: 
a. Women's studies programs offer re-
entry courses for returning students to 
teach basic skills and inform them of the 
mechanics of being students. 
b. Supportive networks for older return-
ing students with recognition of their 
needs, realities, and experience be set up 
at both community college and university 
levels. 
2. From the Student Caucus meetings: 
Be it resolved that: 
a. Women students must be involved in 
and have power at every level of decision-
making in women's studies programs. 
b. All women's studies programs should 
implement student acceptance/veto struc-
tures in their organization and curriculum. 
c. The Student Caucus mandates that all 
programs should make funds and/or aca-
demic credit available for women students 
(especially part-time and returning students) 
working within their women's studies pro-
grams. If the resources of the program are 
not adequate to fill these needs, the 
regional and national associations should 
push to get thes~ funds from other sources. 
3. From the Third World Women's 
Caucus: 
We, the Third World women present at 
this conference, have caucused and 
resolve that: 
a. Our numbers represented at the 
national conference be increased. 
b. Subsidies be provided for delegates 
unable to afford attending national 
meetings. 
c. Courses exploring the needs of Third 
World women be made available to all 
programs and be taught by Third World 
women. 
d. Curriculum development relate to the 
local Third World population. 
e. Curriculum development be inter-
national in focus. 
4. From the Lesbian Caucus: 
Be it resolved that at least one identified 
lesbian responsible to the lesbian commun-
ity be elected to represent the New York 
region at the National Women's Studies 
Association; and that lesbian representa· 
tion be included on all levels of governance 
and taskforce committees. 
The resolutions sent to the Chancellor's 
Advisory Committee concerned the class-
action sex-discrimination suits brought 
against the City University of New York 
and against the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook: 
Be it resolved that all of us in New 
York State do the following two things: 
a. Get an article published in our cam-
pus and local newspapers about both 
cases. 
b. Organize a local fund-raiser, the 
proceeds of which are to be divided be-
tween the Stony Brook women's legal 




"The Greening of Women's Studies," the 
first regional conference of the Great Lakes 
Women's Studies Association, will be held 
in Chicago. Registration is $15.00 for 
employed persons and $5.00 for students 
and unemployed persons. Contact: Ruth 
Dickinson, English Department, Northern 
Michigan University, Marquette, Ml 49855. 
February 17, 18, & 19, 1978 
The Southeastern Women's Studies Associ-
ation conference will be held at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
The program will include a workshop on 
women's centers conducted by the Char-
lotte Women's Center. Concerts are 
planned for Friday and Saturday evenings. 
Contact: Ann C. Carver, English Depart-
ment, University of North Carolina, UNC-C 
Station, Charlotte, NC 28223, or Suzanne 
Kurth, Department of Sociology, Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37916. 
May 1978 
The first meeting of the South Central 
Women's Studies Association will be held 
in Dallas-Fort Worth. Contact: Charol 
Shakeshaft, Center for Marine Resources, 
Texas A & M University, College Station, 
TX 77843. 
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